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LIiMONAIA ANTICHIVS,IMA

MALORA

GARGHNANO-LAGO DI GARDA

long its western shore, Lake Garda still offers

visitors beautiful and unique architectural

structures: ancient lemon gardens.
Among them, La Malora takes its name from a nearby
stream. Located on a gently sloping hill, protected by a
small valley and close to the shore of the lake, our garden
has produced lemons for five centuries in perfect climatic
conditions. The plants, some more than a hundred years
old, belong to a native variety and produce fruits with a
thin and very perfumed skin. it is with these that we make a
limoncello of the highest quality.

AVJVAN LIBERTA, 2 - GARGNANO (BS) - LAKE GARDA
Info e Prenotazioni: 339.3699401
www.limonaialamalora.it
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WARNING!

Our lemon garden is characterized by steep stairs with
narrow and uneven steps. There is one passage along
the outside wall of the garden, connecting the second
and third terrace, which present a very steep fall on one
side. Be extremely careful, particularly so if there are
children in your group. Use the wrought iron railings and
avoid this passage altogether if you suffer from vertigo.




1. INTRODUCTION - BRIEF HISTORY OF THE LEMON
GARDEN “LA MALURA"

You are about to visit the lemon garden "La Malora", a
citrus grove dating back to the sixteenth century, still kept
in perfect condition respecting ancient traditions. This
lemon garden (limonaia in Italian) is one of the few still in
full working order on Lake Garda. Its name comes from the
small stream Rio Malora (in modern times called Rio
Molini) that once fed several other gardens and mills in the
surrounding area. The garden was acquired by its present
owner, Giuseppe Gandossi, in 1978 after it had been
completely abandonedfor about 15 years.

2. THE CITRON TREE

This is a citron tree. In the lemon gardens of Gargnano,
numerous citron trees were once cultivated. The fruits
were destined to the Jewish community for use during the
ceremony of Sukkot. These envoys came from afar and
faced along trip in order to secure with their own hands the
precious fruits. The fruits were paid for handsomely,
representing a very profitable niche market for the local
gardeners.

3. ENTRANCE

The cultivation of lemons was introduced by Franciscan
monks in the fourteenth century and developed over the
centuries to become the predominant economic activity.
The pinnacle of this industry was reached in the 18th
century, when the landscape around Gargnano became
completely dominated by hundreds of gardens, as you
can see in this photograph. Around the years 1870-75,
gum disease (Botryosphaeria ribis), along with the
improvement of communication routes and the discovery
of the chemical synthesis of citric acid, contributed to the
gradual abandonment of the gardens. The garden is
made up of three terraces, called cole.

4. COVERING THE LIMONAIA

Lemon trees are very delicate: they do not like the cold!
The peculiarity of the lemon gardens of Lake Garda is
precisely this: to ensure the productivity of the plant, the
garden is transformed into a winter greenhouse. This
operation usually occurs around mid-November. High
stone walls permanently enclose the left and right side of
the garden. They protect lemons from the winds that blow
throughout the year. The procedure begins with wooden
planks that are brought out and arranged horizontally on
the beam structure that you can see above you. These are
nailed in place, becoming the roof of the greenhouse.
Windows and shutters are then positioned vertically on
the three facades facing the lake, so as to completely
enclose the garden. Finally, every remaining fissure is
plugged using special straw, in an operation called
stupinatura that requires considerable patience. You can
see here an example of how the garden appears to an
observer during winter.

5. IRRIGATION

The irrigation system consists of canals carved in
limestone. Water is brought to the tree simply by gravity.
The gardener, by means of suitable diverting mechanisms,
directs the flow to the chosen plant and then positions a
sand bag to block the flow. The water is forced to overflow
the sandstone canal and reaches the plant by means of a
portable wooden gutter.

6. STORAGE HOUSE (CASELLO), GROUND FLOOR
You can now enter the ground floor of the storage house,
the place where the gardeners' tools were kept and where
boards, windows and shutters for the covering were stored
away during the summer. Each limonaia had a storage
house built next to it, rising as a tower and made up of
several floors (normally one floor for each corresponding
terrace).

7. STONE BASE OF AN ANCIENT OLIVE PRESS

This stone is probably few hundred years old. It was found
in this very place during restoration work, completely
buried by debris and dirt. It is thought to be the base of a
press that was used for the second pressing of olives. After
a first pressing (done with a different type of press), the
olive paste was placed in these special containers,
reconstructed in hemp rope. These were arranged in
layers, one above the other, and were pressed to obtain a
further small (but valuable) amount of oil.

8. STORAGE HOUSE (CASELLO), FIRST FLOOR

You are now on the first floor of the storage house. Usually
a casello had a number of floors equal to the number of
terraces. Here you can see all the material, resting dry until
mid-November, when it will be transported outside and
used to transform the limonaia into a greenhouse.

9. LEMON TREES

The lemon trees in our orchard belong to the variety called
Madernina. This variety is characterized by medium-sized
fruits with a light and fragrant skin. The juice is very sour,
whereas lemons that grow in more southern locations are
normally sweeter. Until not long ago, the fruit of the lemon
was crucial to cure scurvy, a disease caused by lack of
vitamin C. Lemon trees are grafted on bitter orange, which
is more resistant to disease and cold, and are supported by
a wooden frame that allows them to reach a maximum
height of around 8 meters.

10. CAPER SHRUBS

The caper shrub (Capparis spinosa) is a small plant that
can be found throughout the Mediterranean basin. It grows
very well in the climate of Gargnano, especially on the
sunny walls of the lemon gardens. The caper that we all
know is actually the flower bud.

11. WATER TANKS

These tanks were not used to store water (of which this
limonaia had a continuous supply), but rather to help its
allocation to neighbouring gardens which have now
disappeared. Leaning out from the nearby passageway,
you can have afull overview of the limonaia.

12. MILL WHEEL

Originally, a wooden wheel was positioned here to power a
mill that was installed inside the building. The mill was used
to pressolives.

13. RESTING AREA
Place where you can taste and buy our Limoncello and
other typical products made with our citrus fruits.



